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PREFACE 
In reading the early minutes and records, this church, Levels Baptist Church was founded, dedicated 

and build upon faith in God, believing on Jesus Christ our Savior. 

It set its religious standards high; very strict In Its beliefs and its principles. Its conduct was supposed to 

be above reproach. Each member was expected to conduct themselves as ladies and gentlemen. 

Immorality such as drinking Intoxicating liquors, dancing, profanity, adultery, malice, Jealousy, slander, 

or talking during church service such as to cause conflict among church members was not tolerated. If 

any member was found or reported for doing such, they were brought before the church to apologize 

and re-dedicate their lives, or else be dismissed from the fellowship. Some of-the early church minutes 

show that some of these members were dismissed. However, after repentance and making their 

acknowledgements to the church they were accepted into the fellowship again. 

With faith and character these people lived, walked, prayed and worshipped together to build a better 

community and a God fearing land in which their children and future generations may have a better 

place to live and worship. 

Upon this rock I build my church 

Matt. 16:18 

Ethel Moseley 

Every attempt has been made to accurately pinpoint sources of Information. The events as related may 

be found without any difficulty by referring to the sources listed. We realize as we sought to reach the 

most correct and logical conclusion, that what we have written will be subject to later appraisal by 

others, 

Ethel Moseley 

Rubye Yates 

Approved by the Church History Committee consisting of: 

Historians                            Mrs. Ethel Moseley 

                                            Mrs. Rubye Yates 

Church Clerk                       Miss Barbara Moseley 

Secretary of Deacons         Mr. Harley Moseley 
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INTRODUCTION 
Bethesda Baptist Church was organized in 1788 Joining the Savannah River Association in 1803. 

Bethesda took the name TREADWAY In 1818. Joining the Edgefield Association, they remained there 

from 1818-1826. 

From the Edgefield Association Treadway was dismissed to the Edisto Association and these minutes 

show that Treadway was then dismissed to the Barnwell Association where they remained a member 

from 1873-1888 when they were dismissed to Join the Aiken Association, appearing in these minutes in 

1891. 

Treadway was last represented at the associational meeting in 1926 and is not listed on the 

associational roll after 1929.  History of S.C. Baptist by Joe M. King 

Levels as a part of Treadway was organized in 1805. Minutes for 1807-1817 are lacking. Levels 

appeared In the Edgefield Associational Minutes in 1818. They were dismissed to the Edisto 

Association where we appeared for the first time in 1835. These minutes showed our former 

relationship was with the Edgefield Association. We remained in the Edisto Association until we were 

dismissed to join the Aiken Association which was formed November 29, 1890. 

These 20 churches are charter members of the Aiken Association: 

Aiken First, Mount Beulah 

China Spring Pine Forest 

Darien  Redd's Branch 

Edisto,  Shiloh 

Green Pond Spring Branch 

Hollow Creek Talatha 

Levels Towncreek 

Millbrook Treadway 

Montmorenci White Pond 

Clearwater Windsor     

 

History of S.C. Baptist by Joe M. King. 

Records also show that A.W. Moseley and W.H. Moseley were at the organizational meeting of the 

Aiken Association; that in 1896 Levels had 82 members, church seating capacity was 250 and the value 

of our church property was $500.00. From Miss Teresa Woodward and Millbrook records. 

Further proof that Levels was a member of the Edisto Association is found in our own recorded 

minutes of August 14, 1881 when W.H. Moseley and W.W. Plunkett was appointed as delegates to the 

Edisto Associational meeting. 
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THE FIRST SEVENTEEN YEARS 
 

In 1805 a handful of faithful Baptist, 15 in number met in a home on the present site of the 

Palmetto Golf Course and formed the first church of their denomination in this vicinity. At this 

time, they carried with them the name Treadway Baptist Church. 

When these 15 members organized what was later known as the Levels Baptist Church, Aiken was 

not even a hamlet. There was only a scattering of farm houses on the main road from Charleston 

to Edgefield. Baptist families up to that time had travelled 20 miles to the Treadway Baptist Church 

on Upper Three Runs Creek, which Is now within the present boundaries of the Savannah River 

Plant. The round trip by buggy or wagon took most of the day. When it was decided to form a 

church this small but determined group met in a private home on the present site of the Palmetto 

Golf Course. The first church building was constructed near this site, and the church became 

known as the Levels Baptist Church. At that time the flat stretch of land between the Millbrook 

section and Montmorenci was referred to as the Levels. 

Although most of the members were farmers of moderate means who led a hard-working, fairly 

simple existence, problems of sinners beset the church in those days. Running through this rural 

community was Whiskey Road along which the great whiskey wagons thundered from ports on 

the Savannah River to the northern settlements. The old church records show that drinking was 

quite prevalent, and that several members were excluded for such. 

In 1834 the Levels Baptist Church Joined the Edisto Association, which held its third annual session 

with the church in 1836. In 1835 the town of Aiken was officially founded. Plans for the town were 

laid out by the engineers of the South Carolina Canal and Railroad Company, when they 

constructed the first railroad of any size in the country from Charleston to Hamburg. A large block 

of land in the center of town was deeded by the railroad to the Levels Baptist Church with the 

provision that they build a church in Aiken, and that they agree never to sell the property or to use 

it for any other than religious purposes. 

In 1836 part of the members voted to move to the newly established town of Aiken and build a 

church. They managed to build a "commodious edifice". Actually, it was the simplest of wooden 

structures, with a tiny bell tower and two frame doorways on either side of the front. It was 

dedicated April 24, 1836 and was known as the Aiken Baptist Church. (Taken from the History of 

the First Baptist Church, Aiken) 

The members that did not join this move or group decided 24 years later (1860) to move to a new 

site of land known as Horse Pen Pond, where they too built a simple wooden structure and still 

retained the name Levels Baptist Church. Among the charter members were Rev. A.W. Moseley 

and his wife Mrs. Betty Steward Moseley. The record of other members or how they organized 

was either lost or misplaced. 

In 1879 our present site of land was deeded to the church by W.H. Moseley, Known as Welcome 

Hodge Moseley. A new and larger church was then built. The site of this location is Highway 78 at 

Pine log Road. 
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LOST RECORDS AND THE CIVIL WAR 
No church records from 1860-1880 are available. The Civil War may have some bearing on these 

lost records. In 1861 the War Between the States began. February 1865 two months before the 

end of the war, the people of Aiken heard the dreaded news that a detachment of Sherman's 

forces, led by (Jen. Hugh J. Kilpatrick, had been ordered to proceed through Aiken in route to 

destroy the Graniteville Mills. They were met directly in front of Aiken Church by Confederate 

forces under the command of (Gen. "Fighting Joe" Wheeler and a pitched battle was staged near 

what is now the intersection of Richland Ave., York Street and U.S. Highway 1. After a day and a 

half, the Union forces were routed. It was one of the final skirmishes of the war and one of the few 

defeats suffered by Sherman's Army in its devastating "March to the Sea", 

(Taken from the History of First Baptist Church, Aiken) 

It may be that Levels being near this battlefield lost some of our records through the skirmishes of 

The Civil War. As stated earlier the first recorded minutes covers a period of 17 years, from 1880-

1897. These minutes covers the Rules of Deacons, By-Laws and Membership. 

There were ten articles in the Rules of the Deacons. They were written in language easily 

understood and rules that certainly everyone could agree and adhere to. 

As a part of our past, they are recorded here with all words, spelling and writing in its original 

form. 

Rules of Deconans 
Art 1st The business of the church shall be opened and closed by prayer.  

Art 2nd The pastor or minister present shall preside as moderater, in their absence the deaconans 

alternately.  

Art 3rd Only one person shall speek at a time, who shall rise from his seat and address the 

moderater.  

Art 4th The person speeking shall not be interrupted by anyone except the moderater.  

Art 5th Wee shall strictly stick to the.subject under discussing and in no-wise repeat on the person 

who spoke before, but shall firmly give his views on the subject. 

 Art 6th No person shall rise and speek on one subject more than three times without liberty from 

the majoraty of the church, only in case of explanation. 

Art 7th All members shall address each other by the term Brother. 

 Art 8th No member shall abruptly leave the church without liberty from the moderater. 

Art 9th No member shall have the liberty of laughing during servlses, no whispering In times of 

public speach. 

Art 10th The moderator shall not interrupt any member or prohibet him from apeeking until he 

gives his views on the subject then in discussion except he violate the rules of Deconans. 

(Taken from the church records of 1880) 
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By-Laws      1860 
Art 1st The moderator shall preside and observe order and state all motions for the consideration 

of the church. 

Art 2nd The church shall have a standing clerk who shall hold his office until the clerk 

thinks confidant to put another in his place who shall faithfully record all the 

proseedlngs of the church. 

Art 3rd Each male member of the Levels Church shall pay annly 50<t or more if he 

may consider himself able and each feemale member something not less than 10^ 

to form a church fund to defray ecs pences of said church. 

Art 4th It shall be the duty of the decons of this church to take charge of all the 

speclalitis of the church who shall bee accountable for all moneys committed to their 

trust. 

Art 5th If any male member shall be absent from conference two successive 

meetings, he shall come forward to the next conference and give his reasons for 

absence, and if any member shall bee absent more than two successive meetings at 

the third, a committy shall bee appointed to see iald brother and site him to appear to 

the next conference. 

Art 6th It should bee the duty of any member and esspeslally the decons to report any member 

who may not comply with the rules above specified. 

Art 7th Dellgats to the association shall bee chosen by ballot. 

Art 8th Wee shall not allow dancing by our members. If any should bee gllty they shall 

come forward to the next conference and give satisfaction or at the third conference 

shall bee exspelled from the fellowship of the church. 

Art 9th No member of the Levels Church shall bee allowed to flte or quarral with church brothers 

and sisters. If any brother or sister violates Art 9th, will bee cited to the church for said offence.  

Art 10th No brother or sister shall bee allowed to scandallise or crltislse or talk or tell tales own 

each other such as will cause an interruption in the church. If a brother or sister is gilty of such 

they shall bee cited to the church for the said offence. 

Note: 1800 By-Laws "copied in its original form, words and spelling". 
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Membership 
Records show the male membership in 1880 was 35, A.W. and W.H. Moseley as preachers. The 

female membership was not listed. 

In the 1880-1889 period the membership roll was 38 males and 35 females. 

The 1889-1899 roll listed 37 males and 66 females. Due to the age of the minutes book (1880) 

your writers couldn't tell how many had been added to the church by baptism or letter because 

there was so much writing by many of the names. Many new names on the record shows this 

small church was growing in number. For our senior members we include the membership roll for 

1889-1899. 

Roll of members 1889 to 1899 

Male Members 

1 A.W. Moseley 
 

19 H.M. Jones 

2 W.H. Moseley 
 

20 Will Vernon 

3 Arthur Mitchell 
 

21 H.C. Barton 

4 Lammet Mitchell 
 

22 Thomas Brown 

5 J.G. Barton 
 

23 Levi Brown 

6 L.A. Randall 
 

24 A.E. Mitchell 

7 W.W. Moseley 
 

25 Cap Taylor 

8 A.E. Turner 
 

26 G.W.Taylor 

9 John Mitchell 
 

27 F.W. Vernon 

10 J.C. Woodward 
 

28 John Burkhalter 

11 James Moseley 
 

29 James Cadden 

12 J.E. McConemac 
 

30 H.U. Woodward 

13 J.M. McConemac 
 

31 Felton Boom 

14 Wash Moseley 
 

32 Tone Taylor 

15 William Blackwell 
 

33 Will Gomillion 

16 Augus Heath 
 

34 John Gomillion 

17 A.A. Moseley 
 

35 Fred Weatherford 

18 Luther Heath 
 

36 M. Hollie    
37 Joe Vernon 
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Females Member 

1 Ann Michel 
 

34 Minnie Moseley 

2 Emily Barton 
 

35 ______Moseley 

3 Jane Brown 
 

36 Martha Heath 

4 Elizabeth Wright 
 

37 Eruwer Heath 

5 Laura T. Woodward 
 

38 Mary Barton 

6 Ebby Heath 
 

39 Jessie Rauable 

7 Carrie Moseley 
 

40 Minnie Cushman 

8 Elizabeth Moseley 
 

41 Mary Heath 

9 Emma Turner 
 

42 Lillian Cadden 

10 Julia Randall 
 

43 Florence Weatherford 

11 Mary Randall 
 

44 Dora Weatherford 

12 Mary Gunter 
 

45 Martha Willings 

13 Mary Moseley 
 

46 Lucy Turner 

14 Lucy Cadden 
 

47 Adola Bodie 

15 Martha Luke 
 

48 Ewerline Plunkett 

16 Louise Brewer  49 Catherine Bodle 

17 Elizabeth Heath  50 Fannie Bodie 

18 Missouri Heath  51 Annie Bodie 

19 Laura Cushman  52 Annie Owen 

20 Amanda Barton 
 

53 Martha wright 

21 Maggie Brown 
 

54 Emmer Warren 

22 Sussie Woodward 
 

55 Loran Cushman 

23 Jessie Moseley 
 

56 Sara Cushman 

24 Armenia Moseley 
 

57 Leola Woodward 

25 Georgis Taylor 
 

58 Annie Brown 

26 Mary Cadden 
 

59 Nancy Barton 

27 Alice Burkhalter 
 

60 Mary Barton 

28 Jawnie E. Woodward 
 

61 Adda Rhodes 

29 Elizabeth Taylor 
 

62 Mary Woodward 

30 Laura Taylor 
 

63 Rosie Blalock 

31 Laura Wise 
 

64 M.E. Jones 

32 Mary Woodward 
 

65 Amelia McCommac 

33 Nancy Burkhalter 
 

66 Annie McCommac 
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THE 1880-1897 PERIOD 
Studying the minutes found that accurate records were kept from 1880-1897 with brother W.W. 

Plunkett as church clerk from July 1880 to October second Sunday 1883, at which time he asked in 

a written not to relieved of the clerk’s place. This request was granted. 

Brother J.A, Seglar was pastor and moderator from July 1880 until Sept. 18, 1880 at which 

conference he did not accept the church for another term. The early records show that the pastors 

were called to serve only one year at a time. Later you will find a list of pastors and their dates of 

service as nearly correct as possible. It was impossible to be accurate due to the absence of some 

minutes. 

The minutes seem to follow a consecutive form such as "the Levels Baptist Church in Christ" met 

and after services by our beloved pastor, the church went into conference. Instead of using the 

day of the month the minutes were recorded as "Second Sabbath in January, 1384; Second 

Sabbath in February, 1884, etc. 

The first record of any money being taken up for associational purposes was recorded Sent.11, 

1381. This collection was $2.05. 

Several of the early recorded minutes reveal Incidents of brothers being expelled from the 

fellowship of the church for using profane language; sisters expelled for living in adultery; several 

expelled for mis-conduct in the Sunday School. Always a committee was appointed to see each 

erring member and talk with them about the charges brought against them. Records show that A. 

W. Moseley was usually on the committee-Therefore he became known as the "Peace-maker" of 

Levels Baptist Church. 

The first ordination service of Levels took place May 14,1882 when Brother J.J. Brown Sr. was 

ordained a deacon. A second ordination took place several years later on June 27, 1097. Brother 

W.J. Plunkett. was ordained to the gospel ministry on this date. Rev. J.H. Owens, the pastor, with 

Rev. J.D. Peacock and Rev. A.W. Moseley composed the presbytery. Rev. Moseley examined the 

candidate, Rev. Peacock preached the ordination sermon and Rev. Owens gave the ordination 

prayer. Rev. Moseley also delivered the charge and presented the Bible. 

The first report of a building and building committee was in the minutes for the second Sabbath 

April 1886. Members of the committee were not named --- simply referred to as a "soliciting 

committee to solicit aid to help on building a church. 

Feb,13th 1887 a mass meeting was held for the purpose of raising funds to repair the church. After 

addresses by Rev. Luciuc Cuthbert and Brother Kegron a collection of $165.98 was taken. W.W. 

Moseley, R.L. Barton, J.B. Cushman was appointed as the building committee and W.H. Moseley 

was named treasurer. 

In April 1887 a report of the building committee was read and adopted with minutes not giving the 

details of the report. However, the committee was extended a vote of thanks for their kind labor 

in re-pairing the church. 

 

 



8 | P a g e  
 

 

April 1887-April 1897 
 

A period of ten years has now gone by without any minutes recorded concerning the activities of 

the Levels Church. V/e now pick up with Rev. J.H. Owens as pastor and J.H. Moseley as church 

clerk. 

This period of recording begins with the minutes of April 24, 1897 and continues through Sept. 25, 

1897. These minutes covers the ordination of W.J. Plunkett to the gospel ministry of which we 

have already referred; the misconduct of members and the decision of the church to have a 

regular preaching service every fourth Sunday at eleven o'clock A.M. 

Thus ends the early history of the Levels Baptist Church, a generation that has long passed on. 

Only two graves (un-marked) are left where this one room log cabin church once stood. 

In 1879 some of the older members and a new generation began in a larger church building. This 

church was built on land donated to the church by Welcome Hodge Moseley. It is in this church 

and on our present location that a new era of history begins. 
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PART TWO 
I.  THE BLANK TWENTY-TWO  

II. THE CHURCH COVENANT  

III. THE MOSELEY ENDOWMENT FUND  

IV.THE FIRST RECORDED OFFICERS AND TEACHERS  

V. THE HETIC THIRTIES 

 

1. Election and ordination of Deacons  

F.D, Hall and B.A. Moseley         Jan. 18, 1931 

Lee Courtney, Ashley Holley, Andrew Moseley, and Fred Barton Nov.20, 1938 

 

 

2. Pastors of the 30's 

 

Rev. J.H. Owens    1928 Sep. 28, 1930 

Rev. C.H. Camp Oct.26,1930 July 11,1932 

Rev. C.R. Miller Dec.31,1933 1934 

Rev. C.H. Camp Nov.  1935 1936 

Rev. K.D. Smith Sep. 26,1937 1938 

Rev. W.R. Corder Nov.20,1938 
 

Rev. K.D. Smith Jan. 15, 1938 Jul. 13, 1941 
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THE BLANK TWENTY-TWO 
This chapter is so named because there are no records from 1897 until 1919. However, your 

writers do not believe that the years were as the title suggests. Just as time move-on we're sure 

the progress and growth of the church did the same. But without some recorded notes or minutes 

how can true history be set down for those who follow in later years? 

We found regular recordings beginning again Mar.22, 1919 and Rev. J.D. Peacock is pastor of the 

church. This is the third recorded time for him to serve as pastor. Recorded also is the church 

covenant. 

 

Covenant of the Levels Baptist Church of Aiken County 

We, the undersigned members of the Levels Baptist Church of Aiken County, South Carolina, do 

enter into on the twenty-second day of March 1919, a covenant of grace in our Lord and Jesus 

Christ. 

First--      We will take the Holy Bible as the rule of our faith and practice. 

Second-- We covenant and agree not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together in the                  

divine worship of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Third--    We covenant to take a prayerful watch care over one another for the purpose of    

assisting one another in the common cares of this life, and agree to pray with and for one another. 

Fourth-    We covenant and agree to assist as we are able to contribute of our means to assist in      

maintaining the work of this church in dispensing the gospel of Jesus. Christ. 

Fifth-        We covenant and agree to live and maintain and sub-stain the civil laws of our country     

and assist in executing said laws according to several abilities to do so. 

Covenant of Levels Baptist Church adopted and ordered recorded in our church book by our 

secretary. 

April 26, 1919 

J.D. Peacock, Moderator 

J.J. Plunkett, Church Clerk 

 

The above covenant was drawn up by the pastor, Rev. J.D. Peacock and referred to a special 

committee consisting of the church clerk and four deacons, A.E. Turner, J.H. Moseley, D.H. Taylor 

and B.W. Garvin, to report on the adoption of said covenant. Minutes indicate that it was adopted 

and recorded so «e as to be a part of our history, April 26, 1919. Minutes also indicated that the 

church roll was to be revised and brought up to date, but further records do not show that this 

was ever done. 
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Again, we find no recorded minutes from June 21, 1919 until Jan. 24, 1920. At this conference the 

business transaction considered the certain clause in the will of the late Mrs. M.C. (Carrie) 

Moseley. Said clause embodies a fund as the endowment for the benefit of the Levels Baptist 

Church. Said clause conveys the endowment for special and certain repairs, church house, and a 

certain square known as "the Moseley Square” of said church, made known in said will of Mrs. 

M.G. Moseley. To be continued under the direction of a board of trustees elected by the Levels 

congregation, and election of trustees to take place Monday night Jan. 26, 1920. 

Conference adjourned until then. At that time J.H. Moseley, D.H. Taylor and T.J. Plunkett were 

elected as the board of trustees to represent the Moseley Fund. They were to serve 12 months, 

taking charge of, representing, and placing the said funds out at Interest for the benefit mentioned 

above. These men accepted the position to serve as best they could under the circumstances. "The 

Moseley Fund" as we refer to it was left to the church by Mrs. Carrie Moseley in the amount of 

$9,780.27. She died Jan.30, 1918 and is buried in The Moseley Square. 

No recorded minutes for Feb.-April 1920. There were minutes for May 23, 1920 and then there is a 

vacancy until Jan. 16, 1921, when the same committee as elected in 1920 agreed to serve for 

another year as trustees for the Moseley Fund. 

At the present time (1976) the Moseley Fund is in the Palmetto Federal Savings and Loan 

Association Bank, drawing interest for the Levels Baptist Church. The principle cannot be spent 

only the Interest. Today's trustees are Mr. Ray Hydrick, Mr. T.J. Yates and Mr. Bob Buchanan. One 

member is elected by the church (Mr. Yates) and approved by the court; the other two are outside 

the church membership (Mr. Hydrick and Mr. Buchanan), but approved by the court and the 

church. Mr. Buchanan was elected to serve as trustee in church conference March 17, 1976. 

The conference of May 23, 1920 was of no special significance as far as history is concerned. It was 

however the last conference to be moderated by Rev. Joe Peacock. He died May 25, 1923 and is 

burled in the Mt. Beulah cemetery. Rev. R.3. (Red) Seals was pastor at the time of Rev Peacocks 

death. 

After the ordination of Brother J.J. Brown, Sr. as deacon May 14., 1882, no other mention of 

ordinations is found until Dec. 18, 1921 when the names of George Kelly and Furman Cullum are 

placed before the congregation as deacons. The ordination of these two men took place Jan.15, 

1922 with J.H. Moseley, D.H. Taylor, Bud Owens and Rev. J. H. Owens forming the presbytery. 

At the Feb.4, 1923 conference a report was given on the Moseley Endowment Fund, and with 

these minutes no more are recorded until December of that year. Here we find some changes are 

made in the church officers. Brother J.J. Plunkett resigns as church clerk after serving from April 

26, 1919. Brother Bradford Moseley is elected to replace him. Rev. R.3. Seals is elected pastor for 

the ensuing year. The second Sunday of each month is set aside for preaching services and the 

members agree to have monthly conferences. One week later the church meets and agrees to 

make monthly payments to the pastor. The same three brothers (J.H. Moseley, D.H. Taylor and J.J. 

Plunkett) are elected to serve again as trustees of the Moseley Fund. This is their third term of 

service. Another item of business at this conference seemed to concern the salary of Rev. T.H. 

Owens. The pastor (Red Seals) urged the church to pay back salary in full and all who had pledged 

were to come forward and pay at once. The minutes also implied that no special treasurer reports 
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were kept. Minutes for Feb.3, 1924 reads—" that the church buys a book to keep a record of all 

money that is paid out". 

Even though the minutes of an earlier conference had stated that the church would hold monthly 

conferences, we can find no records from Mar.21 1924 until Dec.14, 1924. At this conference Rev. 

G.C. Mangum was elected pastor for the coming year. Two weeks later (Dec.28th) the church met 

in conference again and this time they agreed to pay the pastor semi-monthly with the envelop 

system. 

Jan.15, 1925 Brother Claude Brown is elected church treasurer. D.H. Taylor is given the Job of 

cleaning the cemetery at a cost of $35.00, and then the job was to be turned over to Mrs. Annie 

Moseley for the sum of $15.00 per month. Then it was moved and carried that the cemetery 

keeper be elected annually. 

The Aug.16, 1925 conference lists the election of officers and Sunday school teachers of the 

church, with the stipulation that they be changed every six months. This is the first recorded 

record of any officers and teachers for the church. Those elected were: 

Bro. J.H. Moseley               Sun. School Supt. 

Bro. F.H. Moseley              Assistant 

Bro. Hodge Moseley         Secretary 

Bro. Clemmle Moseley     Treasurer 

Bro. D.H. Taylor                Bible Class Teacher 

 

Jan.10, 1926 the same trustees for the Moseley Fund were elected again for another year; Mrs. 

Annie Moseley keeper of the cemetery, and Rev. J.H. Owens was unanimously called as pastor for 

another year. 

No recorded minutes for the year 1927- 

1928 Rev. Owens is again given the unanimous call as pastor for the year. Mrs. Annie Moseley 

continues her third year as keeper of the cemetery, but now we find a change in the trustees for 

the Moseley Fund. Brothers J.W. Barton and A.A. Moseley are elected to serve with Bro. J.J. 

Plunkett, replacing Bro. J.H. Moseley and D.H. Taylor who had served from Jan.26, 1920 until 1928. 

No date of this conference was given. 

The same is true for the year 1929- Rev. Owens again is called as pastor, Mrs. Annie Moseley 

remains as keeper of the cemetery and one other un-dated entry tells of the ordination of 

Brothers F.H. and Clemmie Moseley as deacons, with Bro. J.W. Barton and Rev, Owens forming the 

presbytery. This is the second time the minutes speak of any ordinations. Again, no day or month 

is given—only the year—1929. 
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THE HECTIC 30's 
 

After the ordination of Bro. F, H. and Clemmie Moseley the minutes of Sept.28, 

1930 are the first recorded for 1930. At this conference Rev. Owens resigns as pastor and the 

trustees agree to send $3.00 to the Baptist Association. The minutes did not state for what 

purpose. 

Oct.26, 1930 Brothers F.D. Hall and B.A, Moseley were brought before the church for ordination as 

deacons. Brothers George Kelly, F. H. Moseley, J.W. Barton, Clemmie Moseley and D.H. Taylor 

were to continue in service as deacons. Bro. B.A. Moseley was elected as church clerk, Mrs. Annie 

Moseley as treasurer and Mrs. Beatrice Cullum organist and to be paid the sum of $60.00 a year 

for her service. Also on this date a unanimous call was extended to Rev. C.H. Camp as pastor. He 

accepted and served until July 11, 1932. 

Even though Brothers Hall and Moseley were presented to the church on Oct.26, 1930, their 

ordination did not take place until Jan.18, 1931. In this service Rev. Camp was assisted by Rev. Keel 

and Rev. Litmore, also by deacons F. H. Moseley, George E. Kelly and Clemmie Moseley. 

After the ordination service the trustees J.J. Plunkett, A.A. Moseley and B.A. Moseley were elected 

for 1931. The church also voted to buy 100 song books with the pastor and organist to see after 

the buying. 

Feb.18, 1931 it was moved that the trustees see about putting electric lights in the church. This 

motion was tabled until a later date. In fact, it was Oct.24, 1937 before the minutes reveal 

anything more of this matter. This time the congregation gave a unanimous vote to have the 

electric lights installed. Brother F. H. Moseley, J.A. Rish and G.W. Moseley were authorized to take 

care of this matter. 

May 22, 1932 the church voted to buy a communion set with • individual glasses. Up until this 

time the church had used two silver cups when observing communion. Everyone drank out of the 

same cup, while a large silver pitcher held the wine. 

By now the church had been able to raise the pastor's salary to $200.00 per year with later 

minutes reading that the church pays the pastor with produce If he will accept it". 

Nov.20, 1938 Rev. W.R. Corder is called as pastor of Levels. Brothers Lee Courtney, Ashley Holley, 

Andrew Moseley and Fred Barton were nominated as deacons. Minutes did not give the date of 

ordination or who formed the presbytery. 

Thus ends the period of the hectic 30's 
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PART THREE 
 

 

THE MOVING FORTIES AND THE FLOURISHING FIFTIES 

 

THE STABLE SIXTIES AND THE CHANGING SEVENTIES 
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THE MOVING- 40's 
                                                                         

As one decade cornea to a close and another begins, we find no recorded minutes at all for 1940, 

and only one for 1941. These were July 13, 1941 and the last ones to be moderated by Rev. K.D. 

Smith. 

Only one recorded minute, that of Dec.13,1942 was listed. It was moderated by Rev. Colie 

Leopard. 

Feb. 14, 1943 listed Brother Hodge Moseley being elected as a trustee of the Moseley Endowment 

Fund. This same year the pastor's salary was raised to $360,00 per year. Six tithing members were 

also listed in this report. 

Another full year passes without any written record of church activities. (Sept.12,1943- Sept. 

24,1944) It must be kept in mind however, that the church was not full time. Also, at this period of 

our life we had no office or safe in which to keep records. Therefore, the clerk usually kept the 

church files at his home from one meeting to the next. It is a known fact that a former clerk who 

kept records lost his home and all furnishings by fire. We attribute the loss of some of our records 

to such happenings as this. 

In the Sept. 24,1944 conference, it was unanimously voted to have Sunday School and preaching 

on Sunday afternoon. Sunday School was to start at 3 P.M. and preaching at 4:15 on the 2nd and 

4th Sundays of each month. At this conference Rev. Leroy Harris was called for the year and 

Brother Wilbur Moseley was selected as a deacon. 

Recorded conferences were held Feb.11,1945, OctoberlO,1945 and Sept. 29, 1946. Conferences 

were fairly regular in 1947 with 

the conference of Nov. 16th reading "Brother Harris nominated 

indefinitely, and this was by unanimous vote. Remember up until now pastors were called from 

year to year. After this calling Rev. Harris was to remain pastor until June6, 1949 at which time he 

tendered his resignation. 

Following the resignation of Rev. Harris, Rev. S.T. Shaw became pastor Sept.12,1949. In a call 

conference Oct.l6th Bro. William Young, G.W. Moseley and F. H, Moseley were appointed to see 

about purchasing a stove or stoves. One week later the committee reported that they had 

purchased a coal burning heater as they couldn't get any guarantee on oil heat to warm the 

church. The congregation approved of what the committee had done. 

Serving as pastor for only a few months, Rev. Shaw tendered his resignation Dec.18,1949, effective 

that day. Reason for resignation not fully explained. At this time the church did not accept Rev. 

Shaw's resignation. Jan.8,1950 upon the recommendation of the deacons his resignation was 

accepted "for the good o£ the church and for the good of Rev. Shaw's ministry". 

This brings to a close the period of the 4o's. However, we do find Rev. Shaw pastoring Levels again 

in the 50's. To-day at his request, Rev. Shaw is buried in the Levels Baptist Church Cemetery. 
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THE FLOURISHING 50' 

  
After accepting Rev. Shaw's resignation, the church was without a pastor until April 23rd when 

Rev. J.R. (Rudolph) Boyd was elected to fill Rev. Shaw's un-expired term. Oct. 1,1950 Rev. Boyd 

was elected pastor, but the following Sept. 16th, he too tendered his resignation. Again Rev. Shaw 

is elected unanimously with a salary of $35.00 per Sunday. 

For the latter part of 1951 and Jan. 1952, we find no records. 

The Feb. 1952 minutes makes the first mention of Training Union with Henry Moseley elected as 

director. 

March- July no records. 

August 17,1952 (Sunday) the church held a business meeting to discuss a building program. The 

following building committee was elected: 

Bro. J.T. Simon, W.C. Young and Dell Moseley 

 There were nine members on the finance committee; 

William Young A.G. Sturkie     Harley Moseley Miss Annie Laura Brown 

Miss Louise Taylor       Miss Martha Moseley    Miss Barbara Moseley      Mrs. Ethel Moseley 

 Mr., Wayman Corley was elected secretary of the building committee and Mrs. Corley Treasurer. 

After the building and finance committee was elected in August, the Sept. 14th minutes state "that 

the new building be started on Monday". An appeal for pledges was made plus the building had 

received approval to borrow $8,000. 

Nov. 9, 1952 gives the first recorded budget of Levels Church. For later comparison we list it here; 

$80.00 per month    mortgage loan 

$15.00 per month    insurance 

$10.00 per month  literature 

$9.00 per month  fuel 

$5.00 per month  electric bill 

$20.00 per month    Co-op Program 

$18.00 per month    home missions & community work 

 

This amount does not include the pastor's salary which was still $35.00 per Sunday. 

At this service and date Rev. Shaw again resigns as pastor. It is about this time that Levels and New 

Ellenton, both part time churches served by Rev, Shaw had gone full time. Rev. Shaw had to decide 

which of the two he could best serve and under the leadership of the Holy Spirit he chose the 

sister at New Ellenton. 

Following the resignation of Rev. Shaw, Rev Hugh Hamiliton was unanimously called as pastor Feb. 

22, 1953* During his pastorate the church bought a bus, but for reasons not recorded the bus 

ministry did not seem to work out. The deacons and trustees recommended to the church that the 

bus be sold for $150.00 and pay that amount on the piano. They also recommended that the 
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church build a parsonage with the amount of $4500.00. This was for materials and supplies. Labor 

for the building of said parsonage was to be supplied by members of the church. 

As the title "The Flourishing 50V Implied, that's Just what happened. With the construction of the 

bomb plant as it was called during that time, there was an Influx of thousands of people Into Aiken 

and Aiken County. Many of the people searched for and found church homes. Many of the people 

found Levels to be the church of their choice. As the membership of the church grew, so did the 

budget and the treasury. 

The second recorded budget was for the year 1954-55 and read:  

$80.00   per month     mortgage loan 

$8.00     per month     insurance  

$15.00   per month     literature  

$13.00   per month     fuel  

$13.00   per month     electricity  

$40.00   per month     Incidentals  

$52.00   per month     parsonage & Insurance 

$5.00     per month     orphanage 

 

The pastor's salary Is now $75.00 per week giving the whole total budget a weekly average of 

$131.50. The literature, fuel and electric amounts had been Increased over the previous budget of 

1952, whereas in 1952 support was given to our Home Missions and the Cooperative Program, 

none was allowed here. Following the presentation of this budget In September, the deacons on 

Nov. 21st recommended to the church their belief that for the best Interest of the church the 

pastor should resign. One-week later Nov.28,1954 the church accepted Rev. Hamilton’s 

resignation. 

The course of events that led up to Rev. Hamilton’s resignation was evidenced in the budget

 namely failure to support the Cooperative Program. Levels is Southern Baptist, mission 

minded and we feel that more could be done in all areas of mission work by cooperating with 

other churches in the association, state and convention rather than working independently. 

The next pastor to serve Levels was Rev. V.C. Ladd. This is the period of the mid 50's and the time 

when Levels really begins to come alive. 

Rev. Ladd was called Mar.15,1955 and served until Nov.15,1961. At the same conference in which 

Rev. Ladd was called as pastor, the church also voted to give Brother Guy Raborn a license to 

preach. This Is the first mention of anyone from Levels being licensed to preach and only the 

second mentioned at all to preach the gospel the first being the ordination of Bro. J.J. 

Plunkett June27, 1897. Brother Raborn was ordained by the authority of Bethel Baptist Church, 

Aiken, Sept.19,1956. 

Brother Raborn pastored at least one church in the Edgefield Association. A paragraph from The 

History of Edgefield Association reads: 

Bethlehem Church, with its strategic location offers a challenge to the Baptist of the Association, 

and under the challenge of the Holy Spirit the next one hundred years of Its history may be of 

lasting significance. The present pastor Is Rev. T.G. Raborn. 
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(Taken from The History of Edgefield Bap. Assoc. by Hortense Woodson) 

There was also a picture of Mr. Raborn in the book listed on the previous page. 

 

Under the leadership of Rev. and Mrs. Ladd many changes took place. Mrs. Ladd was Instrumental 

in leading out in Woman's Missionary Union and its auxiliaries. One of the high-lights of the WMU 

was the recognition given then at the Southern Baptist Convention in June 1964 for being an 

Honor WMU for four consecutive years. We look back over the years with pride and say “We owe 

our start to Mrs. Ladd". 

From the time of the earliest recorded minutes the conference meetings had been held on 

Sunday, this was due in part, especially in the early years, to the fact that they met only twice each 

month. After the church went full time, they Just continued to have conference on Sunday 

because of tradition. May 15, 1955 brought about a change. Conference is now to be held the 

fourth Wednesday night of each month. This remains the schedule until May 22, 1957 when it is 

changed to the first Wednesday night of each month. This schedule is kept until the mid-seventies 

when it is again changed to the second Wednesday to make it more convenient for the church 

secretary to get all bills out and balance the books. 

August 22, 1954 the minutes spoke of building a parsonage. No mention was made as to the date 

it was finished or the completed cost. However, Rev. and Mrs. Ladd were the first to occupy the 

house which came to be known as the “Pink House" because of its pink asbestos siding. 

This parsonage proved very quickly to be too small. Therefore, the church voted in May 1955 to 

add on an additional room. The building committee for this was composed of Mr. Theron Simon, 

chairman, with Mr. W.C. Young and Mr. Dell Moseley to assist him. 

The first recorded reference to the church having a nominating committee appears August 24, 

1955, even though this committee was not listed by names. 

In presenting the yearly budget for 1955-56 it may be of interest to note that the budget is now: 

$146.25   weekly 

$640.61   monthly 

$7804.90 yearly 

 

This budget includes the pastor's State Convention and Southern Baptist Convention expenses as 

well as 5% of church's income to the cooperative program. 

At this time two new deacons, Brother T.J. Yates and Ervln Bell were presented to the church. They 

were accepted and the ordination service for Brother Yates took place October 12,1955. Brother 

Bell had been previously ordained in 1950 at the Park Baptist Church in Rock Hill, S.C. 

As the cemetery had been filled almost to capacity and no chance of buying additional land for 

expansion of church property, it became necessary that the church have some rules about who 

could and could not be buried at Levels.  

The minutes of Jan.25,1956 thus state:  
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(1) That no person could not be buried in the cemetery unless he or she, or the immediate family 

of that person Is a member of the church with one exception to the rule. In order to bury a non-

member of the church in the cemetery it will be necessary to get permission from the deacons, or 

the trustees of the church.  

(2) It was further stated that no coping or cradle could be built around the graves. High 

monuments would be all right. 

In the April 25.1956 conference a motion was made that the collection taken every 5th Sunday in 

the church service would be banked in a separate account for a new educational building. Almost a 

year later (Mar.27, 1957) it is moved and passed that a building fund be started by pledges of 

$2.50, $1.75, or $.75 in order to reach a goal of 13.000. When this goal was reached work would 

then begin on the building. The members also voted to accept a fifteen (15) year loan from the 

bank for $17,000. Construction date was not listed, but the minutes recorded Nov.28, 1957 Hats 

the educational building as having been completed. A dedication service was held with dinner on 

the grounds and special services in the afternoon. Brief highlights of our church from 1805 to day 

of dedication service was written by the late Mrs. George S. Kelly and read by Mrs. William 

Eubanks. The cornerstone of the educational building reads 

Levels Baptist Church 

1957 V.C. Ladd Pastor erected by C.C. Rush 

Almost a year has passed now since the completion of our educational building. It has been 

evident for some time that we need a recreational building. Plans are made to sell the old white 

frame church building which has been serving as pastor's study and nursery. It was sold to the 

American Legion for $500.00-and the money applied to the construction of the suggested building. 

The benches in the old church were sold to a near-by church (Ashley Grove) for $6.00 per pew. 

Construction of the recreation building was started in July 1959. The date of completion was not 

recorded. January 1962 it was moved and carried by the church that our recreation building be 

named Ladd Fellowship Hall In honor of Rev. V.C. Ladd. 

Levels experienced a great loss of membership during 1958. Almost at all conference letters were 

granted to members desiring to move their membership. Part of this was due to the fact that 

some members were moved because of their jobs. By now the Bomb Plant had gone from its 

construction to operation phase and many of the people, especially those in construction moved 

on. Others withdrew membership because of some disunity in the church. 

In March 1959 our deacons recommended that we have two "family missions’ nights" each month, 

the second and fourth Wednesday nights. This proved to be very helpful and it not only increased 

our attendance, but our spirit and enthusiasm as well. This program proved to be so effective that 

it was soon passed to have family night every Wednesday night. This custom was continued until 

early 1961. 
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 THE STABLE SIXTIES 

 

Having been pastor since 1955, Rev. Ladd now feels the Lord is calling him to another field of 

service. Tendering his resignation Oct.8th, It's to become effective Nov.15, 1961. 

Most of the time when a church Is without a pastor It becomes unstable. Attendance falls, 

offerings fall and people's spirits are low. It Is a time when people really should be brought closer 

together, but without a shepherd It's a hard matter to do. However, Levels seems to be an 

exception. We remain a closely knit group of people, loving one another, trusting and serving the 

Lord. 

During the sixties we had three pastors whose terms of service were as follows: 

Rev. Kenneth Umphrey     Jan.28,1962—May 4, 1963 Rev. Billy T. Turner     Oct.27,1963—Aug. 21, 

1966 Rev. J. Cole Brown       Nov.30,1966—Mar.5,1973 Each of these men filled a special need at a 

special time in the life of our church. 

Rev. Umphrey came to us after his graduation from the seminary In Texas. With his dynamic 

personality he appealed to all ages. He met the need of all through his Bible studies. Bible studies 

were held for adults on Tuesday morning and for the youth on Thursday night. This personal study 

and group discussion helped our spiritual growth. Even so his term of service was short. Continued 

Bible study and spiritual growth was seen and felt under the leadership of both Rev. Turner and 

Brown. Minutes are now recorded monthly and reports are given from the Sunday School, Training 

Union, WMU and Brotherhood. 

The period of the sixties may have been lacking in some respects, but it was during this period that 

Woman s Missionary Union was at its greatest. The closing report Sept.29,1965 listed the WMU as 

having eight (8) organizations with an active membership of 107. Nov.4, 1965 records disclose that 

there were 35 ladies enrolled In WMS (Woman's Missionary Society) as it was known at that time, 

with an average attendance of 23. Other records show that the monthly average attendance was 

from a low of 17 to a high of 25 on Apr.7, 1965* One of the greatest thrills that can be shared by 

an organization was the special recognition given Levels WMU at the SBC meeting in!964 for 

having been an Honor WMU for four consecutive years. Two of our deceased members, Miss 

Annie and Miss Donie were privileged to attend the Southern Baptist Convention and bring this 

news back to us. 

August 4, 1963 the Brotherhood bought and installed our water cooler. Brother Alvie Snelling was 

Brotherhood President at that time. 

The minutes for Oct.24,1962 records the "go-ahead" for the purchase of our present parsonage. 

The building committee was able to negotiate with the owner, Mr. J.A. Nash and the church was 

able to buy the parsonage for $7,000. The church unanimously voted to buy the building adhering 

to the financial arrangements worked out by the building committee and Aiken First Federal,  

On this date also (10-24-62) a lady who wished to remain anonymous had a beautiful Hammond 

organ which coat approximately $3,800 new. She wished to donate it to the church making the 

few remaining payments due as her gift to God, the church voted unanimously for this and the 
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lovely organ was Installed and is used for God's glory. It was revealed later that the doner was Mrs. 

Anita Raney. 

Our church library was organized and held open house on June 14, 1961 with a wide variety of 513 

books worth $572.39. Mrs. T.J.(Rubye) Yates was elected librarian with Miss Annie Laura Brown 

chairman of the library committee composed of Miss Donie McClendon, Mrs. Cathryn McGee and 

Mrs. Anita Haney. Today our books are worth approximately $666.14 with many in our library that 

are not yet processed. We also have tapes, film-stripe, recordings and projectors which was 

purchased in 1976. 

Form 1966-1973 under the leadership of Rev. J. Cole Brown, our church experienced greet spiritual 

growth. We also prospered materially and numerically as well as spiritually. Numbers of young 

people and adults alike came forward accepting Christ as Savior. Associational minutes show that 

during this time Levels Church led all other churches from third to first place in baptisms. At this 

time, we had 60 churches in the association. The baptismal statistical report reads: 

1966 15 (we were number 17 on the list this year) 

1967 47 we were first 

1968 46 we were second 

1969 44 we were third 

1970 48 Sweetwater & Levels tied for first place 

1971 40 we were third 

1972 36 Bethel & Levels tied for third place 

 

A record like this speaks rather highly for a man's preaching and reaching people for the Lord. 

(Above statistics taken from Aiken Baptist Associational minutes for 1966-1972) 

In 1966 we were giving 9% of our total income to the Co-Operative Program with 70 tithers among 

our membership. This Is quite an increase as compared to the 6 listed in 1943. Minutes show that 

in 1955 we were only giving 5% of our total Income to the Cooperative Program. The 1973 record 

reads 10% to the Cooperative Program, .5% to Associational Missions and 82 tithers. Breakdown of 

the 1974-75 budget reads 9% to the Cooperative Program,1% to Associational Missions and 1% to 

our Associational building fund. 

Since the death of our associational missionary Rev. D. Maurice Smith in 1971, the associational 

office had been located In South Aiken Baptist Church and later in the Millbrook Baptist Church. 

With the purchase of a suitable tract of land on the Augusta Highway between Aiken and 

Graniteville, cooperation of the churches and faith, a beautiful new associational office was 

opened Mar.4, 1976 under the leadership of Rev. Thomas M. Knotts. Rev. Knotts better known as 

Tommy became our associational missionary Oct.19, 1971, with Mrs. Ann Proctor as our 

associational secretary. Dedication services were held Saturday May 1,1976 at 10: OOA.M. with 

our pastor Rev. Marshall Barnett having a part in the service. Dr. Barnett is currently vice-

moderator of the Aiken Association. 

Those attending the dedication service were: Dr. and Mrs. Barnett, Mr. Eugene Vogle, Mr., and 

Mrs. Woody Clamp, Mrs. W.B. Corley and Susan, Mr. and Mrs., T.J. Yates and Candy. Levels is 

honored to have a part in helping to construct this beautiful place for the use of God s work. 
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Associational staff members, Tommy Knotts and Mrs. Ann Proctor were given plaques honoring 

each of them for five years of service at the Associational meeting at the Gloverville Baptist 

Church, Oct.25,1976.   (Taken from the Nov. 4, 1976 issue of The Bap. Courier) 

  

THE CHANGING SEVENTIES 
 

As we take a look at the changing 70'a, we first of all note that our budget of 032,792.88 Is the 

same as that for 1969. There was no recorded reason as to why we accepted the same budget. 

Suffice It to say that it was adequate for our need. In contrast recall the first recorded budget of 

Nov.9, 1952 which was $1,884 (excluding the pastor's salary of $35 per week—) or a total of 

$3,704. This is change enough within itself. 

The next change is in terminology. Such words as Beginner, Primary, Juniors and Intermediates are 

no longer used by the Sunday School. Instead, we now refer to them as the Pre-School Division, 

Children's Division and Youth. This is not a local change, but in keeping with the Southern Baptist 

Convention. Changes also occur in the auxiliaries of Woman's Missionary Union and the 

Brotherhood. 

For years a picture of one of our earliest pastors, Rev. J.D. (Joe) Peacock had hung in our church 

library. As of Feb.18,1970 the church voted to give it to a Mrs. Marvin E, Koon, Sr. aa Rev. 

Peacock's nearest relative; also, this was done in compliance with her request. 

On the above (2-18-70) date, Brother Dale McGee requested that his license to preach be 

terminated. The church had granted him this privilege June 2, 1965. 

Many "firsts" occurred for Levels during the early 70'a. 

There was the Installation of wall-to-wall carpet in the sanctuary 

and later (1974) throughout the educational building and the office; 

the installation of a sliding stained-glass window at our baptistry. 

The stained glasses are so arranged as to form a beautiful cross. 

Up until now nothing has been said about our baptistry. The beautiful 

painting was done by Rev Damon Wyatt in 1954 with a reference to 

Psalm 40:2. 

He brought me up also out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and 

established my goings. 

Almost every conference in the early 70'a carried under unfinished business an item pertaining to 

shrubbery. This was due to our close location to the Fiberglass Plant. As they released certain 

chemicals in the air, it not only damaged our shrubbery but our beautiful trees as well. The 

shrubbery died and we had to have several of our trees cut down. After a conference between the 

pastor and plant officials they agreed to a settlement. Following correct procedure of our church 
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the matter was then turned over to the finance, building and grounds committee where a 

settlement suitable to both parties was reached. 

Mr. Bobby Tucker, a young and very talented high school boy was called as church organist. This 

was done in a special called conference after the morning worship service Nov. 15, 1970. At a 

previous conference Nov. 11th, the motion was made and carried that we pay our pianist, thus 

placing her in the same category as the organist. 

Since our church had not up-dated or revised the by-laws of the 1800's, a committee was chosen 

for this task. This committee consisted of Brother Carl Young, Chairman, with Mr. David Moseley, 

Glenn E. Nichols, T.J. Yates, Eugene Vogle and Wayman Corley assisting. The by-laws and 

constitution drawn up by this committee was adopted in church conference July 25, 1973* 

Following a period of unrest, the pastor, Rev. J. Cole Brown feels for the best interest of the church 

he should offer his resignation effective March 1, 1973. We are served by an interim pastor for 

several months while the pulpit committee searches for a man the Lord would have us have as our 

shepherd. After much prayer and searching the committee presents Dr» Marshall E, Barnett to the 

church. With the church accepting him and vice versa, he cornea on the field August 19, 1973. His 

first year of service records 8 baptisms with 14 others J61ning by letter. It has been under his 

leadership that our educational building and office was carpeted, fluorescent lighting put in the 

hall, Sunday School rooms and the recreational building. The recreational building was also air 

conditioned. Needless to say, great preaching and Bible studies have continued giving us the 

spiritual food we need for growth and continued service. 

Several other changes have taken place that helped give the title "The Changing Seventies". A 

more recent change has been the addition of a church steeple. In our white frame church building 

there had hung a bell which was rung every Sunday at the Sunday School and worship hour. When 

our present church was built in 1952 it was built without a tower for the bell. Instead, a large 

white cross encased in bricks was mounted atop the church. Upon recommendation of the 

deacons August 3th 1960, this steeple was removed to keep from causing damage to the roof. Our 

church then remained without a steeple until an anonymous doner donated the beautiful steeple 

that adorns our church today. This steeple was mounted July 21, 1975. The original bell that 

adorned our church Is now erected in the center of our quadrangle to the memory of one of our 

members and deacon, Brother Hodge Moseley. The bell was erected by Mr. Tom C, Rinehart in 

June 1976. 

As our nation celebrated Its 200th birthday July 4, 1976, President Ford had proclaimed the ringing 

of church bells throughout our country for two minutes at 2:o*clock.  Even though it was pouring 

the rain at 2 P.M., Pastor Barnett donned rain hat and coat and stood in the rain ringing our bell 

the proclaimed two minutes. What a glorious thing this religious freedom we have and enjoy 

today. 

May 16, 1976 the choir wore new robes purchased for them by the church. These were purchased 

at a cost of §640. Previous robes had been worn since August 25, 1965. The choir is under the 

direction of Mr. Eugene Vogle, with Mrs. Ann Diamond as organist and Miss Jeanette Moseley 

pianist. 
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In 1886 some of the Levels members withdrew and formed the Redd's Branch Church. Levels is 

honored to be the mother church of both Redd's Branch and Aiken First. Even though she is an 

"open country church" Levels stands very proud and tall as we, her people proclaim the "Good 

News" of Jesus Christ. We are "The Church That Cares". 
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PART FOUR 
I. LEVELS PASTORS 1880-1976  

II. ORDINATIONS TO THE MINISTRY  

III. LEVELS DEACONS 
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LEVELS PASTOR 1880-1976 
 

The first recorded minutes of Levels begins July 18, 1880. Remember pastors were called one year 

at a time. Keep in mind also that we are minus some records. Therefore, this list is as nearly 

correct as possible. 

Pastor From To 
   

J.A. Seglar July 18, 1880 September 09,1880 

J.D. Peacock October 16, 1880 September 11,1881 

J. c. Brown December 11, 1881 November 11, 1883 

W.H.  Stroud December 09, 1883 September ___, 1884 

A. W. Moseley February 08,1885 February 14, 1886 

J.D. Peacock February ___,1886 April 09, 1887 
   

No records from April 24, 1887 to April 1897 
   

J. H. Owens April 24, 1897 September 25, 1897 
   

Records missing for 1897 to 1919 
   

J.D. Peacock March 2, 1919 May 23, 1920 

J. H. Owens January 16, 1920 January 15, 1922 

R.B. (Red) Seals December 2, 1923 March 2, 1924 

G.C. Mangum December 14, 1924 January 10, 1926 
   

No minutes for 1927 
   

J. H. Owens 1928 September 28, 1930 

C.H, Camp October 26, 1930 July 11, 1932 

 

There were no minutes from July 11, 1932 until Dec. 3, 1933 and at this time it was 

determined by the church that the deacons call a pastor. In a meeting of the deacons, Dec. 31, 

1933 they recommended to the church Rev. C.R. Miller for the year 1934. The minutes do not say 

whether he accepted or not. The minutes for November 1935 say "Rev. G.H. Camp was called as 

pastor for the ensuing year (1936). 

No minutes until Jan. 1937 
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C.R. Miller December 31, 1933 1934 

C.H, Camp September ____1935 1936 

K. D. Smith September 26, 1937 January 9, 1938 

W.R. Corder November 20, 1938 January 15, 1939 

K. D. Smith January 15, 1939 July 13, 1941 

Collie Leopard December 13, 1942 September 12, 1943 

Leroy Harris September 24, 1944 June 6, 1949 

S.T. Shaw September 12, 1949 December 18, 1949 

J Rudolph Boyd April 23, 1950 September 16, 1951 

S.T. Shaw September 16, 1951 November 9, 1952 

Hugh Hamiliton February 22, 1953 November 28, 1954 

V.C. Ladd March 15, 1955 November 15, 1961 

Kenneth Umphrey January 28, 1962 May 4, 1963 

Billy T. Turner October 27, 1963 August 21, 1966 

J. Cole Brown November 30, 1966 March 5, 1973 

Marshall Barnett August 9, 1973 
 

 

Licensed To Preach 

Mr. Guy Raborn licensed by Levels Mar. 13, 1955 ordained by the authority of the Bethel Baptist 

Church September 19, 1956. 

(Taken from Aiken Bap. Assoc. Minutes and also Raborn family records.) 

Mr. Dale McGee                 June 2, 1965 

Mr. Marion Britton               June 2, 1965 

 

ASSOCIATION METTINGS HELD AT LEVELS 
Date Moderator Clerk Preacher 
    

1836 _______ ________ _______ 

1899 J.C. Brown W.H. Kneece J.F. McMillian 

1965 Fred Lowery J.P. McGraw not listed 

1972 James Rivera Ann Proctor Doctrinal Sermon 
   

Raymond Shumpert 

1972 
  

Missionary Sermon  
   

John L. Arthur 
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DEACONS  OF LEVELS  

J.J. Brown, Sr. Jan/05/1882 
   

A.E. Turner 1919 
 

 D.M. Taylor 1919 

J.H. Moseley 1919 
 

B. W. Garvln 1919 

George Kelly Jan/15/1922 
 

Furman Cullum Jan/15/1922 

F. H. Moseley Sr. 1929 
 

Clemmie Moseley 1929 

F. D. Hall Jan/18/1931 
 

B. A. Moseley Jan/18/1931 

Lee Courtney Nov/20/1938 
 

Ashley Holley Nov/20/1938 

Andrew Moseley Nov/20/1938 
 

Fred Barton Nov/20/1938 

Wilbur Moseley 16339 
   

Homer McGee 1946 
   

W.C. Young 1950 
 

W.B. Corley 1950 

J.A. Rish 1950 
   

Joe Ben McGee 1954 
 

Harley Moseley 1954 

Hodge Moseley 1955 
 

Ray Hegler 1955 

Thomas Yates 1955 
 

Ervin Bell 1955 

Gray Hunter 1956 
 

Harry Heady 1956 

G.C. Rush Sep/04/1957 
 

Billy Mitchell       Sep/04/1957 

Dewey Booth Sep/03/1958 
   

James Lewis 1960 
   

John Herron Sep/11/1962 
   

Dr. James S. Simon Dec/04/1963 
   

Eugene Vogle Jan/04/1967 
 

Herb Gladden Jan/04/1967 

Carl Young Jan/06/1974 
 

Irwin Kendrick Jan/06/1974 

Joe McClellan Jan/06/1974 
   

John Miller 1975 
 

John Altman 1975 

 

 

Note: After the list of deacons was completed another ordination was held when the church 

ordained James Woodward, October 3,1976. 

At the age of 25 he is the youngest member currently serving as an active deacon. 
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ORDINATION TO THE MINISTRY 
W.J. Plunkett  June 27, 1897 

Frank L. Stevens Jr. July 26, 1964 

Karl E. Story  May __ 1965 

Owen Duncan January 22, 1967 

Herbert J. Gladden Jr. July 30, 1967 
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PART FIVE 
NOTES OF INTEREST 

 

Pianists                               Organists 

Sun. School Dlr.      Training Union Dir. 

WMU Presidents      Brotherhood Presidents 

Church Clerks       Church Treasures  

Personnel Committee     Recreation Committee 

   

 

Associational Meetings 

In tracing these statistics your writers did not go back farther than the late forties or the early 

fifties. We felt that this would be of more Interest to the people of this generation and those of 

the future. 
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Choir Directors 
Rev. V.C. Ladd 1956 _1960 

Vacant 1961 

Mr. Ervin Bell 1962 - 1963 

Carl Story Youth Choir Director 1963 - 1964 

Mrs. Eleanor Bookstaver Adult Choir Dir. 1963 - 1964 

Mr. Herbert J. Gladden 1964 - 1966 

Mr. Eugene Vogle 1967 

 

Pianists and Organists 

ORGANISTS PIANISTS  
 

 
Mrs. Lillian Plunkett 

 

 
Mrs. Beatrice Cullum 

 

 
Mrs. Lucy Holley 

 

 
Mrs. Sue Hamiliton 1953 

 
Miss Jeanette Young 1954 - 1959 

 
Mrs. Jeanette Y. Herron 1959 - 1960 

   

   

Mrs. Anita Raney Mrs. Jeanette Herron 1963 - 1967 
 

Miss Donna Snyder 1967 - 1968  
   

Mrs. Ann Diamond Miss Jeanette Moseley 1975 - 1976 
   

Mr. Wayne Byars Mrs. Marie Stevens 
 

Bobby Tucker Mrs. Doris Lathrop 
 

 

 Taken from Aiken Baptist Associational Minutes for the years listed. These were the last minutes 

in which the organists and pianists were listed. Our own minutes book after Sept. 7, 1966 was 

unavailable. Your writers do recall these people served as organists and pianists, so we list them 

without a date of service. 

Organists Mr. Wayne Byars Mr. Bobby Tucker 

Pianists Mrs. Marie Stevens Mrs. Doris Lathrop 
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Sunday School Superintendents or Directors 
Mr. J.A. Rish 1948-1950 

Mr. W.B. Corley 1950-1955 

Mr. Gray Hunter 1956--1957 

Mr. W.B. Corley 1958-1962 

Dr. James Simon 1962-1963 

Mr. W.B. Corley 1963-1966 

Mr. Tom Self 1966-1967 

Mr. W.B. Corley 1968--1973 

Mr. James Lewis 1973-1976 

Mr. Dewey Booth * 1976 

* Due to Mr. Lewis having to do so much Sunday work he resigned as Director and Mr. Booth was 

elected to fill the position. 

 

Training Union or Church Training Directors 
Mr. Henry Moseley ** 1952-1953 

Rev. Hugh Hamiliton 1953-1954 

Mr. Joe Ben McGee 1954-1955 

Mr. Ervln Bell 1955-1956 

Mrs. Ruby Corley 1956-1958 

Mrs. Valerie Heady 1958-1960 

Mrs., Ruby Corley 1960-1962 

Mr. Dewey Booth 1962-1964 

Mr. Ross Lathrop 1964-1966 

Mr. John Miller 1966-1967 

Mr. Eugene Vogle 1967-1971 

Mr. Golden Casto 1971-1972 

Mrs. Rubye Yates 1972-1976 

 

** Taken from our own minutes. 

Other dates secured from Aiken Baptist Associational Minutes. 
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WMU Presidents 
From the time of our organization in 1888 the women's work was called WMS (Woman's 

Missionary Society).  Our name was changed to WMU (Woman's Missionary Union) in 1961. We 

became Baptist Women In 1970 with the leader known as Baptist Women's Director. 

Mrs. Ruby Corley President 1952--1953 

Not listed 
 

1954 

Mrs. Mildred Ladd President 1955--1960 

Mrs. Lib Moseley President 1961 

Mrs. Margie Umphrey President 1962 

Mrs. Peggy Simon President 1963 

Mrs. Rubye Yates President 1964-1965 

Mrs. Joan Young President 1966-1968 

Mrs. Lib Moseley President-Director 1969-1971 

Mrs. Rubye Yates Director 1971-1972 

Mrs. Lib Moseley Director- 1972-1976 

Mrs. Rubye Yates Director 1976-1977 

Mrs. Lib Moseley Director 1977 - 1981 

Judy M. Glover President 1979 - 1982 

Lynette Vickery 
 

1981 

 

 

Under Mrs. Moseley's leadership, Mrs. Lorraine Lewis served as president from 1972—1975 and 

also under Mrs. Moseley, Mrs. Corley served as our 1975—1976 president. This (1976) is the 25th 

year of WMU in Levels Church. Mrs. Corley was our president when we were organized, and also 

served as our president 25 years later. 
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Brotherhood Presidents 
Mr. John R. McClain 1956-1958 

Mr. Thomas Yates 1958-1959 

Mr. John Herron 1959-I960 

Mr. Harry Heady 1960-1961 

Mr. Cecil Snyder 1961-1963 

Mr. Herbert J. Gladden 1963-1964 

Mr. Eugene Vogle 1964-1966 

Mr. John Miller 1966-1967 

Mr. Eugene Vogle 1967-1968 

Mr. John Miller 1968-1970 

Mr. James Lewis 1970-1971 

Mr. Ray Hegler 1971-1972 

Mr. Golden Casto 1972-1973 

Mr. Ray Hegler 1973-1976 

 

  Taken from Aiken Associational Minutes for the years listed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurers 
Miss Louise Taylor 1948 - 1951 

Not listed 1951 - 1953 

Mr. W.C. Young 1953 - 1954 

Mr. T.J. Yates 1954 - 1973 

Mr. Harley Moseley 1973 - 1976 
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Recreation Committee 
David Moseley Bub Henderson Evelyn Altman 1973 - 1974 

William Moseley Jeanette Moseley Glenn Hicks 1974 - 1975 

William Moseley Jim Diamond Glenn Hicks 1975 - 1976 

 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Wayman Corley Carl Young  1973 - 1974 

 Mary Moseley Hazel Skidmore 

Harley Moseley Carl Young  1974 - 1975 

 Mary Moseley Hazel Skidmore 

Harley Moseley   Edwin Kendrick 1975 - 1976 

Eugene Vogle James Lewis 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Clerks 
Mr. J.A. Rish 1948 - 1958 

Mr. Dell Moseley 1950 - 1954 

Mr. W.B. Corley 1954 - 1955 

Miss Louise Taylor 1955 - 1957 

Mrs. Glenn E. Nichols 1957 - 1959 

Mrs. Ethel Moseley 1959 - 1962 

Mr. Eugene Vogle 1962 - 1965 

Mrs. Eulaween Self 1965 - 1968 

Mrs. J. Cole Brown 1968 - 1973 

Miss Barbara Moseley 1973 - 1976 
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First Recorded Budget 
We again call your attention to the first recorded budget Nov.9, 1952. 

Budget Items Per Month 

mortgage loan $80.00 

Insurance $15.00 

literature $10.00 

fuel $9.00 

electric bill $5.00 

cooperative program $20.00 

home missions and community work $18.00 

This amount does not include the pastor's salary which was $35.00 per Sunday. 

 

The second recorded budget 1954—55 
 

The pastor's salary is now $75.00 per week making the total weekly budget an average of $131.50 

a week 

For comparison the budget for 1975-76 is on the next page 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Items Per Month 

mortgage loan $80.00 

insurance $8.00 

literature $15.00 

fuel $13.00 

electricity $13.00 

cooperative program $20.00 

Home missions and community work $18.00 
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BUDGET 1975-76  
 WORLD MISSIONS PROGRAM WEEKLY YEARLY 

* Cooperative Program 9% $68.50 $3,562.00 

* Associational Missions 1% $8.00 $416.00 

* Associational Building 1% $8.00 $416.00  
ORGANIZATIONAL, & EDUCATIONAL 

  

* Sun. School: Literature for all groups $17.00 $884.00  
Church Training $7.50 $390.00  
Baptist Men, R.A. & Brotherhood $3.00 $156.00 

** WMU $8.00 $416.00  
VBS $5.00 $260.00  
Music $5.00 $260.00  
 Library  $4.00 $208.00  
Audio Visuals $2.50 $130.00  
Church Recreation Program $5.00 $260.00  
Youth Ministry $10.00 $520.00 

*** Radio $21.60 $1,123.20  
SERVICE MINISTRY  

  

 
Publicity, Advertising, etc. $3.00 $156.00 

* Postage, Printing, Office Supplies & Bulletins $16.00 $832.00  
Conventions, Conferences, State Mtgs. $10.00 $520.00  
Denominational Retirement $8.00 $416.00 

* Social Security $15.00 $780.00  
Car Allowance $35.00 $1,820.00  
Homecoming, Flowers, Dinners  $7.00 $364.00  
Revivals, Pulpit Supply, etc. $10.00 $520.00  
Insurance $16.10 $837.20  
SALARIES 

  

* Pastor $165.00 $8,580.00 

* Custodian $50.00 $2,600.00 

* Organist $30.00 $1,560.00 

* Pianist $15.00 $780.00 

* Secretary $55.00 $2,860.00 

* Nursery Attendant $15.09 $784.68  
Building and Equipment 

  

* Utilities $75.00 $3,900.00  
Insurance $20.00 $1,040.00 

* Custodian Supplies $2.00 $104.00 

* Repairs & Maintenance $40.00 $2,080.00  
New Equipment $5.00 $260.00  
DEBT RETIREMENT 

  

 
Principal $29.00 $1,508.00  
MISCELLANEOUS (General) $30.00 $1,560.00   

$824.29 $42,863.08     

*---increase    **---decrease    ***---added to budget 
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Levels Church Letter as recorded in the Edgefield Associational Minutes of 1830. 
Minister and Delegate T. Turner & W. Burkhalter 

Number last year 21 

Baptisms 5 

Rec'd by letter 2 

Restored 0 

Expelled 0 

Dismissed 1 

Dead 0 

Whites 27 

Blacks 2 

Amount for minutes $1.00 

Lord's Day preaching 2 

By whom supplied J. Galloway 

Assn’s Fund 
 

Denominational Missions 
 

Foreign Missions 
 

Furman Academy 
 

Most convenient post office  Hamburg, S.C. 

 

Taken from the Edgefield Associational Minutes and records of First Baptist Church, Edgefield, S.C. 

In reference to the blacks, I am quoting a paragraph from the History of First Baptist Church, 

Aiken: “In the beginning the church had colored members as well as white for the white members 

were held accountable for bringing their servants to church.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



39 | P a g e  
 

`Levels Church Letter as recorded in the Aiken Baptist Associational Minutes Oct. 

25, 1976 

Total Baptisms 5 

Other Additions 5 

Total Membership 431 

Tithers 82 

Value of church property $202,500 

Sunday School Enrollment 150 

Vacation Bible School Enrollment 76 

Church Training Enrollment 53 

Church Music Enrollment 43 

WMU Enrollment 20 

Brotherhood Enrollment 12 

Total Receipts $51,198  

Cooperative Program $4,044  

Total Mission Expenditures $5,988  

 

As the year 1976 fades into the past, we bring to a close this phase of our church history. Our 

history does not cover volumes, but only a few pages. However, these pages are packed with facts 

that shows our growth from a tiny one room church that also served as a schoolhouse, to the 

modern up to date building that sits Just off Highway 78 and Pine Log Road. 

We do not reach all our 431 members, but it must be said that the backbone of the church are the 

faithful ones who find their way to worship, witness and fellowship regularly at the Levels. 

True, we are small in number, but as we keep in mind the fact that we are the mother church of 

Aiken First and Redds Branch, we are thrilled to know that numerous souls have been won to the 

Kingdom of God through our "offspring".  

We stand very tall and proud as we bear the motto:  

LEVELS BAPTIST CHURCH             THE CHURCH THAT CARES 


